
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Welcome to Vanderbilt!  We rejoice that you are here to worship God with us.  Children are important members of our faith 

community and are welcome in worship.  We invite families to worship together this Sunday and next.  There is no Sunday 

School or Nursery until January 9.  Please ask an usher if assistance is needed.  As a courtesy to others, please turn off cell 

phones during the service.  The asterisk (*) in the bulletin indicates that the congregation is asked to stand as able. We use 

responsive or unison readings and prayers at different times. The leader will read the words in italics. The congregation 

reads the words in bold print.  

Announcements 
 

Prelude: “Gesu Bambino”                          Pietro Yon 

            Colin Gerlach, Violin                 (1886-1943) 
 

Call to Worship  

God commanded, and we were created. 

God sustains us and enables us to grow. 

Praise God, all who seek to live in faithfulness. 

Glorify God’s name and join the loving community. 

Know that we are chosen by God, holy and beloved. 

We are called into one body, the church of Jesus Christ.  

Let us draw close to God and to one another. 

Let us join with all creation to worship God.  

Let us worship God.  

December 26, 2021     
First Sunday of Christmas 

Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church is a safe place for all people to worship  
regardless of race, creed, age, cultural background or sexual orientation.  

Psalm 148 
1 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 

2 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!  
3 Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 

4 Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!  
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 

6 He established them forever and ever;  

he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 

8 fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!  
9 Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

10 Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!  
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

12 Young men and women alike, old and young together!  
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; 

    his glory is above earth and heaven. 
14 He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, 

    for the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the Lord!  



* Hymn #29:  “Go, Tell it on the Mountain”        GO TELL IT

   

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Heavenly Parent, we have wandered away to pursue our own agenda.  We have laid aside 

your expectation that we will forbear one another and forgive.  We harbor grudges against 

people.  There are some we neglect and some we disdain.  We have viewed them neither as 

your beloved nor as our sisters and brothers.  The peace of Christ does not rule in our hearts.  

Your truth is not what flows from our lips or finds expression in our actions.  O God, turn us 

around, that what we do may be a genuine expression of your love, through Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  

 

Affirmation of Forgiveness 

Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.   

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 

* Gloria Patri               Henry Greatorex 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end.  Amen, Amen.  

 
Moment for Children                  Heather Mikes 

 

We invite children to gather up front for a special children’s message.  

After we sing “Jesus Loves Me,” children and youth will return to their families in worship. 

 

Jesus loves me, this I know, For the Bible tells me so.  

Little ones to Him belong, They are weak but He is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me.  

Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so.   

 

 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

That Jesus Christ is born. 
 

1. While shepherds kept their watching 

O'er silent flocks by night, 

Behold throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. Refrain 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled, 

When lo! above the earth, 

Rang out the angels chorus 

That hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 

3. Down in a lowly manger 

The humble Christ was born, 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 



Prayer of Illumination 
 

The First Reading           1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 

18 Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother used to make for 

him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly 

sacrifice. 20 Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the Lord repay you with children 

by this woman for the gift that she made to the Lord”; and then they would return to their home. 26 Now 

the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and with the people.  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Instrumental Solo:  “Winter” from The Four Seasons              Antonio Vivaldi 

      Colin Gerlach, Violin     (1678-1741) 
 

The Gospel Reading            Luke 2:41-52 

41 Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was ended and they started 

to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.  44 Assuming that he 

was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their 

relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After 

three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his  

parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like 

this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why 

were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not 

understand what he said to them. 51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was  

obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom 

and in years, and in divine and human favor. 

The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks  be to God. 
 

Message: Sermon Series: Coming Home for Christmas:  “Lost at Home”     

The Rev. Robert J. Marrow  
 

Solo:  “What Songs Were Sung”                                                                                                              John Jacob Niles 

      Michele Byrd, Soprano        (1892-1980) 

We cannot tell, we do not know what stars shone down so long ago, when Mary birthed her own sweet 

son and peace and love became as one.  The Son of God, as scriptures said, was Virgin born in a tiny shed, 

where simple shepherds stood hard by while heavenly sound filled up the sky.  Now let us stand, uncov-

ered all, before this cre che in lowly stall, where kings and angels dignify God’s gift, His Son, in humility.  

We do not know, we cannot tell what songs were sung, what starlight fell, or why the holy mystery stands 

for so many years in so many lands.   
 

Offering 
 

* Doxology               OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.  



* Affirmation of Faith             (Phil. 2:5–11)  

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 

be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 

being found in human form he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 

even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 

above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! 

Amen. 
             

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

* Hymn #22:  “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”              REGENT SQUARE 

* Commission and Blessing  

The peace of Christ will rule in your hearts. 

You will know God’s favor day after day. 

We will praise God’s name in all we do. 

We will join with faithful people to give daily thanks.  

Alleluia. 

Amen. 
 

* Benediction Response: “A Christmas Blessing”                           Philip Stopford (b. 1977) 

May the joy of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, the worship of the wise men and the peace of the Christ child 

be yours this Christmas.  May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one all things earthly, all things heavenly, and 

fill you with joy and peace.  And the blessing of God the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you and remain 

with you always,  Amen. 

 
Postlude: “What Child is This?”             Traditional 
      Colin Gerlach, Violin     arr. Lindsey Stirling,  

Stephen Anderson & Debi Johanson 

 
Please be seated until the end of the Postlude.    

1. Angels from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation's story 

Now proclaim Messiah's birth. 

Refrain: 

Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King! 
 

2. Shepherds, in the field abiding, 

Watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing; 

Yonder shines the infant light: Refrain 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, 

Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations; 

Ye have seen His natal star.  Refrain 

 

4. All creation, join in praising 

 God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

To the eternal Three in One.  Refrain 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Staff of Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church would like to thank 

you all for your gifts during the Christmas season.  We feel blessed 

to work for such a caring congregation.  May you all have a  

delightful Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 

Fondly, Rob, Lou, Jim, Heather, Jackie, David, Ruth,  

Barbara, Lisa, Michele, Joyce, Katherine,  

Abby, Viki, Norman and Cesar  

 

 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

The Rev. Robert J. Marrow, Pastor 

Mary Lynn Myers, Virtual worship Liturgist  

Susie Hilton, Sunday worship Liturgist 

Dr. James Cochran, Director of Music, playing the  

    Richard & Patricia Fors Organ given to the 

    glory of God and in honor of James Cochran,  

    Organist. 

Heather Mikes, Director of Christian Education  

Michele Byrd, Soprano for virtual worship  

Colin Gerlach, Violinist 

The Chancel Choir, for Sunday worship 

Julie Carver, Pianist for Sunday worship  

Greeters:  Priscilla Kutler & Kay Beernink  

Ushers: Claudia Polzin  and Carolyn Magarro 

(Head Ushers), Joe Trees, George Morton, Bob Miller  

& Joyce and Bill Dersch 

Soundboard Operators:  Pete DeBaun & Jim Hart 

 

The flowers on the  

chancel are  

donated in honor  

of all VPC families  

from  

Bill & Mary Koppelkam. 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES FOR NEXT WEEK 

 

January 2:  

The Second Sunday of Christmas 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 1:3-14 

Gospel Reading:  John 1 (1-9), 10-18 

Sermon Series:  

Coming Home for Christmas 

Sermon: “the Light of Home” 



VPC NEWS 
 

SOMETHING NEW AND IMPROVED!  Beginning in January, we will change how 

we communicate with you by revamping our virtual information.  On Mondays, you 

will receive an email with all the events for that week, along with ways to  

participate and sign-up for events.  On Fridays, you will get an email with  

information about the upcoming Sunday service.  On Sundays, you will get an email 

with links to the virtual service and reminders about the Sunday in-person worship.  

If you have an announcement for the bulletin, please send it to Michele Byrd on Monday for inclusion in 

the bulletin for that week: mbyrd@vpcnaples.org.    

 

WHAT’S UP WITH WEDNESDAY NIGHTS?  Mid-week faith formation will pause 

for Christmas Break and resume on January 12, 2022.  

 

FELLOWSHIP TIME WILL RESUME ON JANUARY 9, 2022.  If you wish to join us for 

socializing after worship we will meet again on January 9.  We are taking a break for 

the next two weeks.  Please consider helping with the receptions. Contact Leslie 

Loughran at leslie.loughran@gmail.com or 580-9069. Stop by and sign the Joys and  

Concerns cards for our friends in need of our thoughts and prayers. 

 

HOW CAN SOMEONE RECEIVE CARE FROM A STEPHEN MINISTER? 

Kay Beernink is our Stephen Leader who coordinates referrals. If you or someone 

you know could benefit from the care of a Stephen Minister, you can talk to Kay,  

our pastor, or any of our other Stephen Leaders or Stephen Ministers. (If you want 

to talk about Stephen Ministry for someone else, make sure you get his or her  

permission first.). Our Stephen Leaders at VPC are: Kay Beernink, Jon White,  

Carolyn Magarro, Cherry Jacobus, Jill Peterson and Twila Rowe.  Our Stephen Ministers at VPC are:  Judy 

Jacobs, Sandra Johnson, Jean Lee, Roberta McMaster, Karen Negri, Eliza Nevin, Geri Payne and Pat Peters. 

Our Stephen Ministry program is here to minster to those in need…don’t hesitate to contact our team! 

 

“STAR LIGHT, STAR BRIGHT . . . WHAT WAS THE STAR THAT HOLY NIGHT?”  

Scholars and theologians, historians and astronomers, believers and skeptics —

they’ve all had something to say about that wondrous “Star of Bethlehem.”  

Most Christians associate it with Christmas Eve but the Church celebrates it on  

Epiphany, January 6. If you too are curious about that Star, plan to attend Dr. John 

Braun’s illustrated presentation following morning worship on January 9 in Harp 

Hall.  Masks recommended. 11:15am-12:15pm. 
 

THE WHOLISTIC HEALTH TEAM PRESENTS: Stress Management Tools 

presented by Dr. Al Tartarunis, on Thursday, January 13, 2022 at 10am in 

Harp Hall.  A program of relaxation, behavior modification and letting go of 

negative emotions will help us to assess our current level of stress,  

examine our approach to coping with daily stresses of life, explore doable  

alternatives, and develop a personal stress management plan - a timely program as we attempt to 

reenter life after Covid 19. If living a healthier life is a priority for you, don’t miss this seminar. 

mailto:leslie.loughran@gmail.com


FINANCIAL UPDATE—OPERATING FUND 

                  November    YTD             YTD Budget 

Operating Income                                    $ 70,867      $1,132,058*                $1,206,100 

Expenses                                                  $ 97,809      $1,073,993                $1,190,800 

Deo Mortgage Balance      11/30/2021     $ 334,013 

*This includes $125,700 Grant from the Payroll Protection Program.   

Without this one-time grant, our Year-to-Date income would be $1,006,358. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE MEN AND WOMEN SERVING OUR COUNTRY 
If you have a relative or friend in the military, please let the church have their name/address.  
We think it is important to keep in contact with those who serve our country. Thank you. 

ENSIGN Francis Alvares 
US Navy, Pensacola, FL 
(Friend of Jay & Mary Chesslo) 
MSgt Kristopher Chesslo 
USAF 
(Jay & Mary Chesslo’s nephew) 
LTJG Wyatt R. Dawley 
US Navy Intel 
(Loren & Debbie Dawley’s grandson) 
LCDR Adam Endrelunas 
US Navy  
(Cherie & Dave Baines’ son-in-law) 
MAJ Allen Fujinaka  
US Army  
(LaVerne Perrollaz’s granddaughter’s husband) 

CPTN Jennifer Giles 
USMC, Philippines  
(Mary Giles’ granddaughter) 

CPTN Jeremy Giles 
US Army Special Forces, 
Ft. Bragg, NC (Mary Giles’ grandson) 
LT Col. Jessica D. Grassetti 
(Claudia Polzin’s niece)  
MAJ Robert Gruber, USMC 
LT CDR Marjorie Gruber, US Navy 
Camp Pendleton, CA 
(Bob Gruber son & daughter-in-law) 
E-3 Jacob Guzman 
US Army—USA 
(Cesar Guzman’s son)  
Lt. Devon Hennessey 
Just returned to Texas from Afghanistan 
(Toni Hubbard) 
Nolan Kelly 
US Army - Private First Class 
Fort Sill, OK 

Christian Kurz 
US Navy, USS Nitze 
(Joyce Geary’s great nephew)  
LT Kevin McCormick 
US Army - USA 
(Friend of Dick & Sharon Learn)  
Austin Schwartz 
USMC, Camp Pendleton, CA 
(Patricia Schwartz’s grandson) 
MAJ Matthew Smith,  
USMC, Kuwait 
(Son of Linda Smith) 
1st LT Andrew P. Vadyak 
USMC 
Okinawa, Japan 
Hadley Vadyak 
USNA  
Class of 2020 

 

DR. LOU THOMPSON PRESENTS AN EDUCATION OFFERING FOR MEN:  Journey with 

Matthew as he leads us from Birth to Death of Jesus, The Messiah.  A class for men on 

Tuesdays at 9am  in Harp Hall. 

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR  

MISSIONS  

 

 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY:   

Every Wednesday morning, meet in the 

VPC parking lot at 7:30am to go to Immokalee 

to build homes.  No special skills or tools are required, just bring a bag lunch. Questions? Call Karen 

Chappler at 592-6434. 

 WEEKEND POWER PACK: At 10:30am on Thursday, January 6, 2022 volunteers are needed to pack 

240 bags of food for homeless children.  The packing takes about an hour.  Please contact Cherie Baines 

at ctfl.baines@gmail.com for more information or to volunteer.  To donate, please make the check to 

VPC and write “Powerpack” on the memo line.  This week the school guidance counselor contacted me 

saying how thrilled the students are to receive the “Power Packs” from VPC!   

mailto:ctfl.baines@gmail.com


        A  

Stephen 

ministry 

congregation 

1225 Piper Blvd., Naples, FL 34110-1252  Office: 239-597-5410 
Learning Center: 239-594-9557  www.vpcnaples.org 

The church is a member of the Peace River Presbytery, the Synod of South  
Atlantic, and the Presbyterian Church (USA).  OneLicense.net #  A-719387 

VPC MISSION 
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church is called by God and empowered by the Holy Spirit to live like Christ in a broken world. 

To Proclaim the Gospel 

To Glorify God in worship and deed 

To Equip our congregation for ministry 

To Serve others in Christ’s name.  

VPC VISION 
A congregation... 
 ...so grounded in scripture and sustained by prayer, 
 ...so committed to spiritual growth and faithful discipleship, 
 ...so inviting, welcoming and inclusive, 
 ...so nurturing and healing, 
 ...so mission-minded, 
 ...so vibrant, energetic and open to opportunities to share the Gospel that lives are transformed by the love of Christ. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Please continue to hold in prayer our church family and friends facing illness, injury and hardship.  If 
you have any joys and/or concerns, let us know.  They are lifted up daily through our intercessory  
prayer ministry.  If you are hospitalized, please let the facility know you are a member or friend of   
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church so they can let us know!  Please note that prayer requests will be kept 
in the bulletin for a period of 30 days, after which a new prayer request card should be submitted.  

Cynthia Arnold 

Ava 

Tracey Barry 

Ron Bartlett 

Pam Botelho 

Adriana Caruso 

Mason & Pat Colby 

Dick Creviston  

Ron Davis 

Gretchen Davison  

Dawn Marie 

Bob Diederich  

Jim & Wealtha Flick 

Jim Fligg 

Lori Godwin 

Richard Grunert 

Bunny Heitmann 

Cherry & Phil Jacobus 

Sandra Johnson 

Jonathan 

Chester Kauffman 

Ellis Lee Kline 

Keira Krumbine 

Michelle Lea 

Mark Madden 

Lonnie Mahan 

Judy Malone 

Bridgette Negri 

Joseph Negri 

Marciadee Newman 

Happy Anniversary! 

George & Margaret Mackie 

12/26 

Cherry & Phil Jacobus    

12/27 

Dave & Cherie Baines 

Greg & Julie Borden 

    Heather & Jason Mikes  

12/28 

*Birthday Club Members 
Interested in joining the Club?   

Birthday Club Members give one 
dollar for each year of their life 
to celebrate their special day. 

The VPC Endowment Team uses 
the interest income from the 
Birthday Club exclusively for 
Youth Activities!  Please  

consider becoming a member.  
Celebrate your Birthday by 
thanking God for your life! 

Judy Oehler 

Athena Partin 

Sadie 

Harold Soule 

Bill Schwessinger 

The Walton Family 

Geraldine Wearsch  

Ann West  

Don Westall 

Jerry & Sharon Anderson 

12/29 

Cheryl & Sterling J Desorcy  

Jim & Patty Shields 

12/30 

Rick & Ruth Bethem 

Shirley & Gene Blanchard  

Chuck & Connie Lewis 

12/31 

Happy Birthday! 

Robert Schmidt       12/26 

Joanne Bowser       12/27 

Jerry Grandey        12/28 

*Doris Martin         12/28 

Bayne Carew          12/29 

*Nancy Thompson 12/30 

Gracia Schmidt       12/31 


