
May 24, 2020 
 

The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

Psalm 68: 32-35 

32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
    sing praises to the Lord,  

33 O rider in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
    listen, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice. 

34 Ascribe power to God, 
    whose majesty is over Israel; 

    and whose power is in the skies. 
35 Awesome is God in his sanctuary, Blessed be God! 

    the God of Israel; he gives power and strength to his people.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
Announcements 
 
Prelude:  Concerto for Horn, K. 495                    W. A. Mozart  

  II. Romance: Andante cantabile              (1756 – 1791) 

Ryan Little, Horn 

 

Call to Worship 

Sing to God; sing praises to God’s name. 

Let all the nations bow down to worship God.  

God is ruler over all creation. 

God reigns over earth and the farthest heavens. 

We here pray together for God’s guidance.  

The Holy Spirit empowers us to witness. 

God draws us together as one people.  

We can experience eternity in the midst of time.  

 
Prayer of Confession  

O God, if we suffer, it is usually not because of our loyalty to Christ.  When we are glad and 

shout for joy, it is seldom because we want to celebrate your presence with us.  We even  

forget to say thank-you when, by the power and strength you give us, we accomplish some 

cherished goal.  Our lives are not focused on realizing your rule of love on earth, as in  

heaven.  O God, receive our confession and help us to discipline ourselves in caring  

discipleship, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 
Moment for Children                                                  Heather Mikes 
 



Hymn:  “The Strife is O’er”               VICTORY  

 
The New Testament Reading:       1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11  

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s 

sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are  

reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, 

is resting on you. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 

you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves, keep 

alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to  

devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the 

world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, 

the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, 

strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Solo:  “Precious Jesus”                      Jay Althouse 
                 Michele Byrd, Soprano         (b. 1951) 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

The Gospel Reading:                  John 17: 1-11 

1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, 

to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the 

work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 

had in your presence before the world existed. 6 “I have made your name known to those whom you 

gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 

word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave 

to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; 

and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of 

the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, 

and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but 

they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 

given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.  

 

Message     “We Must Do Our Part”                   Rev. Robert J. Marrow 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory:  “The Hope Within”                 Bryan G. Rowe  

         Ryan Little, Horn              (1961 – 2009) 
 

 

1. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
The strife is o’er, the battle done, 
The victory of life is won; 
The song of triumph has begun.  
Alleluia. 

4. Lord, by Your Wounds on Calvary 
From death’s dread sting Your servants free, 
That we may live eternally.   
Alleluia.  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we for-

give our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Commission and Blessing 
Go now to share love to strengthen others. 

Trust God and be alert to life’s possibilities. 

God dwells among us and unites us in Christ. 

In this faith is our deepest joy. 

Alleluia! 

Amen! 
   

Benediction Response:   

 “Let There Be Peace on Earth”     (Copyright 1955 by Jan-Lee Music. Renewed 1983. Used by permission.)  

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.  Let there be peace on earth the peace 

that was meant to be.  With God as our Father, children all are we; Let us walk with each other 

in perfect harmony.  Let peace begin with me let this be the moment now.  With every step I 

take let this be my solemn vow.  To take each moment and live each moment in peace,  

eternally.  Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.   
           

Postlude: “Dialogue” from Livre d’Orgue                Pierre Du Mage  
                       (1674 – 1751) 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 
The Rev. Robert J. Marrow, Pastor 
 

Heather Mikes, Interim Christian Education Director and Liturgist  

 

Dr. James Cochran, Director of Music, playing the Richard and Patricia Fors Organ to the Glory of God and in 
honor of James Cochran, Organist. 
 

Ryan Little, Horn  
Ryan Little was appointed as Principal Horn of the Naples Philharmonic in April 2017 by Music Director 
Andrey Boreyko. Born in Burke, Virginia to a musical family, he began studying piano at age 3 before switching to 
viola, trumpet, and eventually to horn at the age of 10. Ryan received his MM degree from Rice University and  his 
BM degree from Northwestern University. Ryan has performed as Guest Principal Horn with the many  
symphonies in the United States and Europe. He won Second Prize and the Gretchen Snedeker Prize at the 2013 
International Horn Competition of America and in 2014 was selected as a finalist at the Aeolus International  
Competition for Wind Instruments in Du sseldorf, Germany. 
 

Michele Byrd, Soprano  
 

Soundboard Operators: Victoria Bonavita & Dave Curtiss 
 
 

Scripture Passages for the following week:   
May 31, 2020—The Day of Pentecost 
New Testament Reading:  Acts 2:1-21 

Gospel Reading: John 20: 19-23 
 
 
 



VPC NEWS 
 

EXTENSION OF THE SUSPENSION OF IN-PERSON WORSHIP—The Session of Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church 
met on Monday, May 18, 2020. The “Session Highlights” documents can be found on the last page of the bulletin 
and provides the Clerk of Session’s recap of the highlights from the meeting. Know that we at the church miss  
seeing each of you! We also appreciate your understanding and support during this extended time of being  
separated one from the other. We want for you to know that the safety and well-being of our church community is 
and always will be one of our top priorities! The VPC Session is extending the suspension of our public worship 
gatherings, activities, and programming through and including Sunday, July 26, 2020. Since the conditions around 
this decision change quickly, this time frame will be discussed once again at the June meeting of the VPC Session.  
Instead of coming into the church, please call us (597-5410), email Barbara Bonavita (bbonavita@vpcnaples.org), 
Lisa Lloyd (llloyd@vpcnaples.org) or Michele Byrd (mbyrd@vpcnaples.org) if you need assistance of any kind.  
 

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND - UPDATE—Through your generosity, $5,300 was raised for the 
“COVID-19 Relief Fund” to date. The Mission Ministry Team added $4,700 to come to a 
total of $10,000 and asked Session to approve the disbursement to four mission agencies 
for their work in fighting hunger and housing issues resulting from the virus. $2,500 will 
be sent to each of the following agencies: Misio n Peniel, Cafe  of Life, Collier Harvest, and 
Helps Outreach.  The Session also learned that an anonymous VPC donor is offering 
$10,000 as a matching grant for donations towards this effort. If you would like to  
contribute to this cause, now is the time! Your donation will be doubled by the challenge 
grant! Please indicate “COVID” in the memo area of your check or donate online. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GIVING! The ministry of Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church will continue  
during these difficult times. Measures are being taken to reduce expenses where we are able to do so.  This is  
typically a time period when we are building reserves to offset the reduced income of the leaner summer 
months. The Session would like to thank you for your generous contributions! We encourage you to mail your 
contributions to the church or consider giving online at our website. The “GIVE” button is found on the main page 
of our web site. 
 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE: Sunday, May 31, 2020 from 9am—12pm.   DONORS 
MUST PRE-ARRANGE FOR AN ARRIVAL TIME TO DONATE: pre-registering & adhering to an arrival time will  
allow for proper social distancing. Donors must: have their temperature taken upon arrival, adhere to social  
distancing rules, wear a face mask or facial covering, bring photo ID and eat a meal & be well hydrated with water. 
Call the church to reserve your spot—597-5410.  
 

HELP US CELEBRATE GRADUATES!  We will be recognizing our graduates on Sunday, May 31. If you have a  
senior graduating from high school, college, grad school or beyond, we want to help mark these significant  
educational milestones. Also, if you have a student moving up from preschool, kindergarten, fifth grade or eighth 
grade, we need to hear from you, too! Send us a picture and short paragraph, so we can honor them. Please  
include their name, grade they are graduating/moving up from, the school they attend and/or will attend in the 
Fall and a few achievements or hobbies/sports. Email submissions to Drake DeBaun 
at ddebaun@vpcnaples.org by May 24. Don’t delay! Send them today! 
 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR HELP 
 

PULL YOURSELF TOGETHER!:  You’ve heard it a million times.  Others may have said it to you, 
or you have may have said it to yourself.  But things just aren’t coming together.  You’re still  
hurting.  You still feel like it’s all falling apart.  Our Stephen Ministers are trained caregivers who 
will talk with you, listen to you, and provide confidential one-to-one care, as you search through 
the pieces and find what is truly in your heart.  To learn more about what Stephen Ministry can 
do you for, talk to one of our Stephen Leaders: Don Sherman at  239-777-0847 
(dsherman249@gmail.com) or Jill Peterson at 239-597-7440 (petersji72@gmail.com).  
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE—OPERATING FUND:  April 2020: 
                                                           April                    YTD                      Budget 
 Operating Income                 $ 114,722  $ 551,241  $ 541,200 
            Expenses                         $ 83.323  $ 377,956         $ 380,600 
 Deo Mortgage Balance        4/30/2020   $ 1,728,264 

mailto:ddebaun@vpcnaples.org


Prayer Concerns 
Please continue to hold in prayer our members and friends facing illness, injury and hardship.  If you 
have any joys and/or concerns, let us know as they are lifted up daily through our intercessory prayer 
ministry.  If you are hospitalized, please let the facility know you are a member or a friend of the  
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church so they can let us know!  Please notice that prayer requests will be kept 
in the bulletin for a period of 30 days, after which a new prayer request card should be resubmitted.  

 

Please Pray for the men and women serving our country. 
If you have a relative or friend in the military, please let the Church have their name/address.  

We think it is important to keep in contact with those who serve our country. Thank you. 

ENSIGN Francis Alvares 
US Navy, Pensacola, FL 
(Friend of Jay & Mary Chesslo) 
MSgt Kristopher Chesslo 
USAF 
(Jay & Mary Chesslo’s nephew) 
CPTN Sterling W. Dawley 
US Navy, Pacific Fleet 
(Loren & Debbie Dawley’s son) 
ENSIGN Wyatt R. Dawley 
US Navy Intel 
(Loren & Debbie Dawley’s grandson) 
LT Adam Endrelunas 
US Navy  
(Cherie & Dave Baines’ son-in-law) 
CPTN Allen Fujinaka  
US Army  
(LaVerne Perrollaz’s grandson) 
CPTN Jennifer Giles 
USMC, Philippines  
(Mary Giles’ granddaughter) 
 

CPTN Jeremy Giles 
US Army Special Forces, 
Ft. Bragg, NC  
(Mary Giles’ grandson) 
LT Col. Jessica D. Grassetti 
(Claudia Polzin’s niece)  
MAJ Robert Gruber, USMC 
LT CDR Marjorie Gruber, US Navy 
Camp Pendleton, CA 
(Bob Gruber & Marion Johnson’s son & 
daughter in law) 
E-3 Jacob Guzman 
US Army—USA 
(Cesar Guzman’s son)  
Lt. Devon Hennessey 
Just returned to Texas from Afganistan 
(Toni Hubbard) 
Christian Kurz 
US Navy, USS Nitze 
(Joyce Geary’s great nephew)  
 
 

LCDR Michelle Lea 
US Navy  
(Cherie & Dave Baines’  daughter in 
law) 
LT Kevin McCormick 
US Army - USA 
(Friend of Dick & Sharon Learn)  
Austin Schwartz 
USMC, Camp Pendleton, CA 
(Patricia Schwartz’s grandson) 
MAJ Matthew Smith,  
USMC, Kuwait 
(Son of Linda Smith) 
1st LT Andrew P. Vadyak 
USMC 
Okinawa, Japan 
Hadley Vadyak 
USNA Class of 2020 
EM Xzavier Whitaker 
US Navy (John & Roberts McMaster’s 

granddaughter’s husband) 

Abigail 
Jerry Alfieri 
Annie 
Edna Benton 
Kathleen Bradford 
Family of Carmen 
Julie Bearden  
     Carver & Family  
Cassidy 
Fernando Castillo 
Ruth Cohen 
Jim Davison 
Dan Dorty 
David Daugherty 
Connie Dawson 
Margaret Degler 

Erin Falluca 
Jim Fligg 
Joseph Gagliano 
Janel Geary 
The Gerlach Family 
Gary Gorran 
Tim Hall & Family 
Bob Heaton 
Jake Hellihan 
Barbara Hurst 
Michael Jeskey 
Sandra Johnson 
Bob Kassing 
Kristen 
LaDonna Lass 
Kristen Linfante 
Judy Malone 
Mark 
Kenneth Martin 
Henry Miller 
Carolyn Moore 
Nate 
Don Neer 

Matt Nulph 
Domenico Paglia 
Christopher Parent 
Rita Marrow 
Mario Regoli 
Carol Rodkey 
Metty Ryan 
Robin Ryan  
Eleanor & Gary 
     Shepherd 
Suzanne Waylonis 
Laura Warnken 
CC Waskey 
Will & Heather &       
   Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For people in this country and throughout 
the world suffering and coping with the  
Coronavirus disease. 
 

For Doctors, Nurses, and Medical Teams  
giving their best to provide care for those  
suffering in hospitals and other medical  
facilities. 
 

For leaders in government (National, State, & 
Local) and throughout the world making 
tough decisions during this difficult time. 
 

For our church and all churches providing 
comfort to all and leading us in new ways of 
worship and service to each other. 



 
 
 

 
 

Highlights of the Session 

May 18, 2020 
 

In response to suggestions by some members of the congregation this feature will appear monthly to 
update the congregation. 
 
At the May 18 meeting, the Session approved the following: 
 Accepted the resignation of Elder Pat Fors 
 Approved the criteria presented by WMLA for the reopening of the church 
 Approved the continued suspension of in person worship until July 26, 2020 
 Approved a motion to allow professional one-on-one meetings in the church 
 Gave the Session Debt Reduction Task Force the authority to identify possible capital improve-

ment projects for the future 
 Approved the distribution of $10,000 in COVID-19 Relief Funds as submitted by the Mission 

Team 
 
Submitted by: 
Dick Hilton, Clerk of Session 
Note: If you have any questions please contact me at 239-593-7399 or email 
rah2880101@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

        A  

Stephen 

ministry 

congregation 

Happy Birthday! 
*Jim Campbell        5/24 
Emma Schilling       5/24 
Alicia Farman          5/26 
Dorothy Williams    5/26 
Bud Getman           5/27 
*Stephen Schock  5/27 
Anne Christensen  5/28 
Sara McConnell      5/28 
Alfred Williams       5/28 
*Judy Oehler          5/29 
*Don Sherman       5/30 
Bill Whitman           5/30 

*Birthday Club Members 
Interested in joining the Club?  Birthday Club 
Members give one  dollar for each year of their 
life to celebrate their special day!  The VPC   En-
dowment Board uses the interest income from 
the Birthday Club funds exclusively for Youth 
Activities!  Please consider becoming a member 
of the Birthday Club!  Celebrate your Birthday by 
thanking God for your life! 

1225 Piper Blvd., Naples, FL 34110-1252  Office: 239-597-5410 
Learning Center: 239-594-9557  www.vpcnaples.org 

The church is a member of the Peace River Presbytery, the Synod of South  
Atlantic, and the Presbyterian Church (USA).  OneLicense.net #  A-719387 

Happy Anniversary! 
Jodi & Bill Reckmeyer 5/24 
Julie & Bryan Carver 5/25 
Byna & Ben Hood 5/25 
Edna & Wayne Benton 5/28 
Jan & Robert Conrad 5/28 
Caryl & Frank Bates 5/29 
Doris & Bob Martin 5/30 


